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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A separator for use in a fuel cell that generates electricity by a 
I reaction between fiiel and oxidant, whereiu the separator is formed by a porous »ie^ftUonductiYS 
material which is impregnated with resin, and wherein gas flow passages are fonned on a 
contact surface for contacting with an electrode that is provided in the fliel cell, and a conductive 
plating is applied on parts where the porous aeta^ conductive m aterial is exposed in the contact 
surfac e ^ whCTffln l^e porous conductive material is a po r ous metal material or a conductive fiber 
aggregated material; 

wherein the separator further includes a stmcture retaini n g part havin g thrnnph 



openings fqr supplying the p as flow passages with fluid , an d wherein the stmetm^ r^tainmp 
is continuously fomied around the po rous metal conductive material bv the resin used for 
impregnation. 

2. (Original) A separator for use m a fuel cell according to claim 1 , wherein said porous 
metal material is metal foam. 



3. (Currently Amended) A separator for use in a fuel cell according to claim 1. wherein 
I artfie.conductive fiber aggregated material Js caibon fiber4 6 u se d inpt e ad of tho poToun mot&l . 

4. (Cuirently Amended) A separator for use in a fuel cell according to claim 1, wherein 
said contact surface is smoothed by machining and thereafter the conductive plating is applied 
on the parts where the porous meta teonductive material is exposed. 

5. (Currently Amended) A s^arator for use in a fiiel cell according to claim 2, wherein 
said contact surface is smoothed by machining and thereafter the conductive plating is applied 
on the parts where the porous mete teonductive material is exposed and wherein the porous 
conductive material is t>^ft p^Mf? metal material. 

6. (Giurently Amended) A separator for use in a fuel cell according to claim 3, wherein 
said contact surface is smoothed by machining and thereafter the conductive plating is applied 
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on the parts where the porous aeteteonductive material is expose d and wherein the oomm 
pQft^ctive material is the conductivB fih e r aggregated mAteria^ 

7.— 12. (Canceled) 

13^ (Original) A fiiel cell comprising the a^arator of claim 1. 

14. (Original) A fuel cell comprising the separator of claim 2. 

15. (Original) A fuel cell comprising the separator of claim 3. 

16. (Original) A fuel cell comprisii^ the separator of claim 4. 

17. (Canceled) 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A method of producing a sq)arator for use in a fuel cell, 
comprising the steps of: 

fomiing a separator by a material wherein cavities of a porous meta konductive material 
are impregnated with resin; 

forming gas flow passages on a contact surface for contacting with an electrode that is 
provided in the fuel cell; 

smoothing the contact surface by machining to provide a smooth surface with the 
porous gaet ^onductive material exposed in the contact surface; and 

applying conductive plating on exposed parts of the porous g^ete tconductive marerial^ 
wherein the poroug conductive material is a porous metal material or conductive fiber 
aggregated material^ 

wherein the separator f urther includes a structure retaining part having through 
openings for supplying the pas flo w passages with fluid, and wherein the structure retaining p art 
is continuously formed around t he porous metal conductive material bv the resin used for 
jmprepnatjon . 
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19. (Cmrently Amended) A method of producing a separator for use in a fUel cell 
according to claim 18. wherein the pomu. ^A».^y. material i« th. p ^^us ni«b.l Tn«t^-,l 
sa^^ieporoufi metal material is metal foam. 

f 

20. (Currently Amended) A method of producing a separator for use in a fuel cell 
according to claim 2011, wherein the porous cnnd uctive iYiaterii.1 lu th^ fi^er 
aggregated material i n uood inotood of tho porom lu el ul . 

21. (New) A method of producing a separator for use in a fuel cell according to claim 
18. wherein the conductive plating is applied only on parts where the porous conductive material 
is exposed. 

22. (New) A separator for use in a fliel cell according to claim 1, wherein the 
conductive plating is appUed only on parts where the porous conductive material is exposed. 



4 



PAGE 7l8*IKVDAT»tl20il6 6:43:24 PMIEastemDayfightrimel'SVRiUSPTa^ 



